[Severe Guillain-Barré syndrome and pregnancy: two cases with rapid improvement post-partum].
Guillain-Barré syndrome can occur at any time of pregnancy with the same incidence as in the general population. Observations. We report two cases of patients who developed a progressive ascending paralysis during the second trimester of pregnancy. The worsening of the respiratory insufficiency for one of them required a transfer to an intensive care unit for artificial ventilation lasting 102 days. In the two cases, cerebrospinal fluid examination revealed albumin-cytological dissociation and repeated electrophysiological studies showed typical features of demyelinating neuropathy with conduction blocks. Biological investigations, especially CMV and Campylobacter jejuni serologies, were all negative. Intravenous immunoglobulin infusions, in one case associated with high doses of corticosteroïds, were ineffective. Rapid improvement was observed in the two patients after delivery. These cases raise the question of the relationships between the Guillain-Barré syndrome and pregnancy. The occurrence of the disease, as well as the rapid recovery in post-partum, could be consecutive to a partial failure of the maternal immunological tolerance toward the fetus.